
Many Gifts But One Body
The Gift of Leading with Diligence Part Two

Romans 12:6-8, Numbers 13-14
Introduction

In Romans 12:6-8 Paul identifies seven Spiritual Gifts that have been 
given to us according to God's grace and the proportion of our faith.

The Spiritual Gifts are:

1. Prophecy 
2. Service 
3. Teaching
4. Exhortation
5. Giving
6.   Leading

Today we are continuing to discover and examine the Spiritual Gift of 
Leading with Diligence.

Scripture

Romans 12:6-8
“According to the grace given to us, we have different gifts: If prophecy, use 
it according to the proportion of one’s faith; 
7 if service, use it in service; if teaching, in teaching; 
8 if exhorting, in exhortation; giving, with generosity; leading, with 
diligence; showing mercy, with cheerfulness.” CSB
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Quotes of the day

“See, I have set before you this day life and good, death and 
evil... I have set before you life and death, blessing and curse; 
therefore choose life.” — Moses

“Every day we are given the opportunity to lead our own life . . . 
lead it well” — Pat Kilby

Last week we discovered two contrasting leadership styles:

Diligent Leadership

Diligent Leadership is Founded on Faith. 

Diligent Leadership is leadership that moves forward motivated by purpose, 
hard work, persistence and patience that helps advance the Kingdom of 
God on the earth.

Diligent Leadership will Reveal our Fears, Challenge our Faith, our 
Relationships, our Abilities, our Patience, our Integrity, our sense of self-
worth and even our very lives.

The results of Diligent Leadership are obvious— God is honored, there is 
joy, unity, peace, the blessings of God flow freely upon those who live by 
faith and the Kingdom of God on the earth is advanced.

Divergent Leadership

Divergent Leadership is Focused on Fear 

Divergent Leadership is leadership that moves away from the focal point 
of faith and obedience resulting in undesirable outcomes that do not honor 
God, bless others or advance God’s Kingdom on the earth.
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Divergent Leadership seeks to please others through compromise and 
conciliation. Divergent Leadership seeks the path of least resistance, least 
faith, least prayer, least sacrifice, least trouble, least time, least effort. If it 
requires the least of us, WHO NEEDS GOD?

However, the results of Divergent Leadership are obvious there is NO 
power from God, NO peace from God, NO Deliverance from God, 
NO Victory from God. Divergent Leadership is cursed by God and leads 
from Deception, to Discouragement, to Difficulty, to Destruction and 
eventual death.

The difference between trusting God by faith and rejecting 
God because of fear is the difference between Diligent and 
Divergent leadership!

Context

Up to this point in the story of the Israelites leaving Egypt:

The Israelites had been delivered from bondage in Egypt by the mighty 
power of God

The Israelites had been given provisions of Manna, Quail and Water

The Israelites had been given the Law with clear directions to follow it

The Israelites had been given the sacrificial system to cleanse people from 
their sin

The Israelites had been given clear instructions about how to live a good 
and blessed life

. . . NOW IT WAS TIME TO MOVE FORWARD TO THE PROMISED LAND
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Ten Qualities of a Diligent Leader

Diligent Leaders Are Called

Numbers 13:1-3 “The LORD spoke to Moses: 2 “Send men to scout out 
the land of Canaan I am giving to the Israelites. Send one man who is a 
leader among them from each of their ancestral tribes.” 3 Moses sent 
them from the Wilderness of Paran at the LORD’s command. All the 
men were leaders in Israel.” CSB

There is much to be said about God’s call on our life.

God calls leaders to advance His Kingdom on the earth

Numbers 13:2-3 “Send men to scout out the land of Canaan I am giving to 
the Israelites. Send one man who is a leader among them from each of 
their ancestral tribes.” 3 Moses sent them from the Wilderness of Paran 
at the LORD’s command. All the men were leaders in Israel.” CSB

The word translated “leaders” comes from the Hebrew word “Nasi” 
meaning The determiner— one who seeks to lead with a determined 
outcome in mind. 

God calls leaders to serve Him by providing opportunities to 
advance His Kingdom on the earth.

Every day we are given the opportunity to lead our own life.

If we do not live by faith we will never lead by faith!

When we live by faith God will give us opportunities to demonstrate God’s 
love and advance His Kingdom on the earth.

An “Opportunity” is a specified occasion to follow God and as a 
result make a positive difference in our world and advance His 
Kingdom.
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Our brief time here on earth is precious. Even the most ordinary 
moments possess the potential for God to do extraordinary things. 

When we say “Yes” to God in the moment of opportunity, we say “Yes” to 
the presence and power of God to do great things!

When we say “No” to God in the moment of opportunity, we say “No” to 
the presence and power of God to do great things!

Ephesians 5:16 says, “Make the most of every opportunity, because the 
days are evil.”

In the story of Moses and the 12 chosen leaders one from each tribe we 
discover four distinguishing characteristics that help us Recognize 
Opportunities in our life.

Four distinguishing characteristics that help us Recognize Opportunities:

1. Opportunities come from needs, problems or hardships

Being a diligent leader in our own life means preparing ourselves to be 
aware of the world around us and recognize the needs, problems and 
hardships in our life and the lives of others.

2. Opportunities are always timely

We do not know when or where God will give us opportunities to 
demonstrate His love or advance His Kingdom.

When we say “Yes” to God in the moment of opportunity, we say “Yes” to 
the presence and power of God to do great things!

3. Opportunities have purpose

In the normal rhythm and patterns of life God gives us opportunities for us 
to make a positive difference in our world and advance His Kingdom.
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Opportunities provide specific occasions for us to demonstrate the 
love, wisdom, grace, goodness, patience and power of God.

4. Opportunities are compatible

God gives us opportunities to advance His Kingdom according to the 
passions, gifts and abilities He has given us!

God is not going to call us to do things He has not equipped us or 
prepared us to do.

Ten Qualities of a Diligent Leader.

Diligent Leaders Have Purpose

Numbers 13:17-20 “When Moses sent them to scout out the land of 
Canaan, he told them, “Go up this way to the Negev, then go up into the hill 
country. 18 See what the land is like, and whether the people who live there 
are strong or weak, few or many. 19 Is the land they live in good or bad? 
Are the cities they live in encampments or fortifications? 20 Is the land 
fertile or unproductive? Are there trees in it or not? Be courageous. Bring 
back some fruit from the land.” It was the season for the first ripe grapes. 
CSB

Diligent Leaders are called to Live with Purpose.

Living with Purpose means living to honor God and pursue His call on our 
life.

The 12 leaders from the 12 different tribes of Israel were given the 
opportunity to explore the Promised Land and bring back their report.

Their sole purpose was to obey God, by going into the promised land— to 
see, to explore, to evaluate, to bring back evidence and to present a report 
about the land to their respective tribes.
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Every person has purpose!

My life verse is Matthew 5:16 “ . . . let your light shine before others, so 
that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 

My Life Purpose:  “I exist to live in such a way that people experience 
Christ in me.”

“The mystery of human existence lies not in just staying alive, but 
in finding something to live for.” – Fyodor Dostoyevsky

Living with Purpose is a fulfilling adventure where we seek to 
honor God and advance His Kingdom through our passions, 
gifts and abilities.

Every successful organization has purpose!

Cary First exists to demonstrate the love and share the Good News of 
Jesus Christ— everyday, everywhere, with everyone.

Living with a clear and distinct purpose will always lead to action.

Actions fueled by a strong sense of purpose leads to a life of 
“Being On Mission.”

Being on Mission means we believe our responsibility is to wake up every 
day to the higher purpose of God’s calling on our life.

“Outstanding people have one thing in common: an 
absolute sense of mission.” — Zig Ziglar

Being on Mission means we understand: 

This is my TIME— In all of time, space and eternity this is the time God 
has given me to advance His Kingdom on the earth.
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Ephesians 5:15-17 “Pay careful attention, then, to how you walk—not as 
unwise people but as wise—16 making the most of the time, because the 
days are evil. 17 So don’t be foolish, but understand﻿ what the Lord’s 
will﻿ is.” CSB

This is my TALENT— God created you and me with passion, gifts and 
abilities to accomplish His Purpose and advance His Kingdom.

This is my TREASURE— God has blessed you and me with resources to 
steward so we can accomplish His plans and advance His Kingdom.

This is my TASK— Being on Mission doesn’t just happen, when you and I 
are intentional with our life we embrace God’s plan for our life with passion 
and urgency.

What does living with Purpose and Being on Mission really look like?

It looks like Peter the Harvard Graduate!

Global missions expert Paul Borthwick shared the following story to remind 
us how God's mission can be from anyone anywhere at any time:
A young man named Peter reminded me of what Living on Mission really 
looks like. I stopped in to a McDonald's in Cambridge, Massachusetts, and 
I noticed Peter working the counter. I recognized him from our young adult 
ministry at church, and I knew he had just graduated from Harvard 
University with a master's degree. I greeted him and managed to get him to 
break free for coffee together.
"What are you doing here?" I asked, knowing that Harvard master's degree 
students don't usually aspire to work the counter at McDonald's. "Well," he 
explained, "I graduated in May but I went four months without finding a job, 
so I said to myself, 'I need some income to pay bills.' So this is where I've 
ended up—at least for now.”
"Sorry to hear that. It must be hard," I replied, but Peter cut me off.
"No. Don't be sorry. God has me here. I’m Living on Mission, this place is 
giving me awesome opportunities to share my faith. I'm on a shift that 
includes a Buddhist guy from Sri Lanka, a Muslim from Lebanon, a Hindu 
lady from India, and a fellow Christian from El Salvador. It's awesome. I get 
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to be a global missionary to my coworkers while asking 'would you like fries 
with that?’"
He laughed and so did I. Peter found himself in a setting he never would 
have chosen as part of his long-term plan, but his mindset of living as a 
sent person Being on Mission shaped the way he looked at his 
circumstances and at the people around him.
Citation: Paul Borthwick, Great Commission, Great Compassion (IVP 
Books, 2015), page 46

Ten Qualities of a Diligent Leader

Diligent Leaders Are Called

Diligent Leaders Have Purpose
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