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Prioritizing the Proverbs
Proverbs 1:1-7
Introduction

Proverbs is a book of wisdom written by King Solomon as he was inspired
by the Holy Spirit of God.

The book of Proverbs provides wisdom for the world we live in.

Proverbs 1:1-7 gives us a clear introduction to the contents of the book
and why we should prioritize the Proverbs in our life.

Three reasons to Prioritize the Proverbs

The Value of Proverbs
The Purpose of Proverbs
The Wisdom of Proverbs

Scripture

The proverbs of Solomon son of David, king of Israel:

2 For learning wisdom and discipline; for understanding insightful sayings;
3 for receiving prudent instruction in righteousness, justice, and integrity;

4 for teaching shrewdness to the inexperienced, knowledge and discretion
to a young man—

5 let a wise person listen and increase learning, and let a discerning person
obtain guidance—

6 for understanding a proverb or a parable, the words of the wise, and their
riddles.

7 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise
wisdom and discipline. CSB



Quote of the day

“Now if any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God—who gives to all
generously and ungrudgingly—and it will be given to him.” — James 1:5

Everyone needs “Real Wisdom.”
“Real Wisdom” — not the foolish so-called wisdom of this world— but
wisdom that comes from God, wisdom that stands the test of time,

wisdom that is good for our life.

Proverbs 1:1-7 is a great introduction to the book of Proverbs— the book
of wisdom.

Three Reasons to Prioritize the Proverbs:

1. The Value of the Proverbs v.1

“The proverbs of Solomon son of David, king of Israel:” CSB
The Proverbs of Solomon are valuable because:

The Proverbs are based on the Authority of God’s Word

The word translated “Proverbs” in v.1 comes from the Hebrew word
“Mishlee” which means a sentence or phrase of ethical wisdom.

The root of the word “Mishlee” is “Masal” which carries with it the idea of
having authority to rule, to reign, and to have dominion.

2 Peter 1:20-21 says, “Above all, you know this: No prophecy of Scripture
comes from the prophet’s own interpretation, 21 because no prophecy ever
came by the will of man; instead, men spoke from God as they were carried
along by the Holy Spirit.” CSB



If we want the wisdom of God to rule, reign, and have dominion in our life
we would do well to read, meditate, understand and apply the Proverbs to
our life.

The Proverbs of Solomon are valuable because:
The Proverbs are based on the experience of a Wise Man

| Kings 10:23-24 “King Solomon surpassed all the kings of the world in
riches and in wisdom. 24 The whole world wanted an audience with
Solomon to hear the wisdom that God had put in his heart.” CSB

In his book The Gospel According to Starbucks, Leonard Sweet tells the
story of Ed Faubert. Faubert is what you call a "cupper'—in layman's
terms, he's a coffee-taster. In fact, Mr. Faubert’s taste buds are actually
certified by the state of New York! So refined is Mr. Faubert's sense of taste
for coffee that even while blindfolded, he can take one sip of coffee and tell
you "not just that it is from Guatemala, but from what region it comes, at
what altitude it was grown, and on what mountain." Citation: Leonard
Sweet, The Gospel According to Starbucks (Waterbrook Press, 2007), p.
54;

Mr. Faubert is an expert experienced in matters regarding the taste of
coffee. If you want to know about your coffee and where it comes from
Mr. Faubert is the man to ask.

If you want to know about the important things of life, if you desire wisdom
and you want answers King Solomon is the person to ask.

King Solomon was very experienced in matters regarding the wisdom of
life.

King Solomon is the author of the Proverbs.
King Solomon’s story is recorded in | Kings.

| Kings 3:5-28 —King Solomon’s request and his wise judgment



| Kings 4:29-34—King Solomon’s Wisdom

| Kings 5-9—King Solomon’s accomplishments:

He built the temple and placed the furnishings of the temple

He built his magnificent palace

He brought the Ark of the Covenant to the temple

He built the greatest kingdom of his time in all the earth

| Kings 10:1-10—King Solomon’s Reputation-

1 Kings 10:4-5 “When the queen of Sheba observed all of Solomon’s
wisdom, the palace he had built, 5 the food at his table, his servants’
residence, his attendants’ service and their attire, his cupbearers, and the
burnt offerings he offered at the LORD’s temple, it took her breath away.”

CSB

The phrase translated “took her breath away” means her spirit left her,
she was overwhelmed, she passed out!

| Kings 10:14-29 King Solomon’s Greatness

His yearly wage was 666 talents of gold— a talent is equal to 93 pounds
which is 991,008 troy ounces of gold at today’s exchange rate of
approximately $4155 an ounce in today’s economy would be an annual
salary of 3.8 billion dollars a year, he would be a very wealthy man.

| Kings 11:9-13 King Solomon’s Rebellion and Ruin

| Kings 11:41-43 King Solomon’s Death

King Solomon was wise and experienced in matters of life regarding faith,

wealth, leadership, relationships, marriage, pleasure, ethics, morals,
science, philosophy, the arts and much much more!



If we want to know about the wisdom of life and living we would do well to
pay attention to the Proverbs of King Solomon.

Three Reasons to Prioritize the Proverbs:

2. The Purpose of Proverbs vv.2-6

“For learning wisdom and discipline; for understanding insightful sayings;

3 for receiving prudent instruction in righteousness, justice, and integrity;

4 for teaching shrewdness to the inexperienced, knowledge and discretion
to a young man—>5 let a wise person listen and increase learning, and let a
discerning person obtain guidance—6 for understanding a proverb or a
parable, the words of the wise, and their riddles.” CSB

Five statements that clearly defineThe Purpose of Proverbs:
The purpose of Proverbs is for:

1. Attaining Wisdom and Discipline v.2a

The word “attaining” means to learn by seeing, to know, to observe, to
recognize, to follow—

The proverbs were written so that people might observe, recognize and
follow:

Wisdom

Proverbs describes wisdom as a manner of thinking and an attitude
concerning life's experiences; which include both secular interests as well
as matters regarding faith!

There is a marked difference between being smart and being wise:

In July of 2006, the world-famous geneticist William French Anderson was
convicted of child molestation charges. In a press conference, his attorney
said this, "Nothing about having a 176 1.Q. means you have good
judgment." Citation: "The Buzz," World (7-29-06), p. 12
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The word translated “wisdom” in Proverbs 1:2 comes from the Hebrew
word “chakmaah” which describes wisdom as an experience of faith
not a mindless routine, ritual, or tradition. Wisdom as described by King
Solomon was viewed as a mastery of the art of living in accordance with
God's expectations.

According to their definition, the words "mastery" and "art" signify that
wisdom was a process of attainment and not an accomplishment

The proverbs were written so that people might observe, recognize and
follow:

Discipline

The word translated “Discipline” comes from the Hebrew word “Mukar”
which means discipline and instruction.

Discipline comes from applying the wisdom of God to our life.

The person who practices "discipline" seeks to live correctly in the fear of
the Lord, so that the wise man learns his lesson before temptation and
testing:

Knowing wisdom is one thing practicing wisdom is Discipline!

The purpose of Proverbs is for:

2. Understanding Words of Insight v.2b

The phrase translated “for understanding insightful sayings” means to
be able, to deal wisely, consider, pay attention to, regard, notice, discern,

perceive, inquire."

The Proverbs were written so people would understand, they would
“get it!”



Some people do not get it! The following warnings were found on some
well known consumer products:

On a Duraflame fireplace log: "Caution—Risk of Fire.”

On a Batman costume: "Warning: Cape does not enable user to fly.”

On a bottle of hair coloring: "Do not use as an ice cream topping.”

On a cardboard sun shield for a car: "Do not drive with sun shield in place.’

On a portable stroller: "Caution: Remove infant before folding for storage."
Citation: Amy Simpson, Wheaton lllinois

“Understanding insightful words” is more than just common sense.
King Solomon wrote these “words of insight” so that people would:

Grasp the meaning of the Divine words of justice and live according
to the expectations.

The purpose of Proverbs is for:

C. Acquiring a Disciplined and Prudent Life v.3

The words Receiving prudent instruction in righteousness, justice,
and integrity;

Means to reach out and take hold of, reaching out to accept or grasp
something.

The book of Proverbs was written so that we could reach out and take hold
of wisdom that would lead to a disciplined and prudent life.

The person who practices "discipline" seeks to live correctly in the
fear of the Lord.



The person that lives a “prudent” life seeks to live a straight, smooth,
moral life according to the Word of God and is pronounced by others
as a person who does so!

The purpose of Proverbs is for:
D. Teaching v.4

“for teaching shrewdness to the inexperienced, knowledge and discretion
to a young man” CSB

The Word of God gives Prudence to the simple.
The phrase “shrewdness to the inexperienced” means The Word of God
has the ability to give discretion and cunning, to the silly, the foolish, the

gullible and the immature.

Young people if you want an advantage in life apply the Word of God
to your life!

The proverbs give knowledge to the young!
This is a rule of thumb | like to remember— Young people let it be said
about you that you are mature for your age never let your age be your

excuse for immaturity!

5 let a wise person listen and increase learning, and let a discerning
person obtain guidance

A wise person will listen and learn!
A discerning person will get guidance—

The phrase translated “will increase learning” literally means to attain, to
purchase, to procure, to go after guidance.

The word translated guidance is a nautical term referring to the steering of
a ship.



A discerning person will get guidance to help steer themselves through life!
The purpose of Proverbs is for:
E. Understanding Proverbs and Parables v.6

“for understanding a proverb or a parable, the words of the wise, and their
riddles.” CSB

The wisdom found in the Proverbs of King Solomon will help people discern
between true wisdom of wise people and non-sense of foolish people.

Just because someone special (educated or famous) says something
doesn’t mean that it is wise.

1 Corinthians 3:18-19 “Let no one deceive himself. If anyone among you
thinks he is wise in this age, let him become a fool so that he can become
wise. 19 For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God, since it is
written, He catches the wise in their craftiness;”

Three Reasons to Prioritize the Proverbs:
The Wisdom of Proverbs v.7

“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom
and discipline.” CSB

To “fear the LORD” means to believe in God and have deep reverence
and respect for the true, the living, the only God.

The phrase “fear the LORD” could also be translated to be in awe of the
living God.

Yahweh is the living God, He is the Creator, the sustainer, the judge, the
omnipresent, omnipotent, omnicient God of everything!



Hebrews 10:30-31 . . . The Lord will judge his people. 31 It is a terrifying
thing to fall into the hands of the living God.
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