
You Can Do Nothing Without Me
“Jesus Gives Us Power To Love Others Part 1”

John 15:9-17
Introduction

In John 15 we learn Jesus gives us life changing power.

Jesus gives us power to: 

Produce Fruit
Love Others
Endure Persecution
Receive the Comforter

Last week we discovered Jesus gives us power to:

1. Produce Fruit vv.1-8

Four Lessons about Producing Fruit:

Producing Fruit is the Expected Outcome of our Life vv.1-3
Producing Fruit Requires Power we do not Possess vv.4-5
Producing Fruit is the Standard for Judgment and Blessing vv.6-7
Producing Fruit Proves we are Followers of Jesus v.8

Today we will examine John 15:9-17

Jesus gives us power to:

Love Others 
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Scripture

As the Father has loved me, I have also loved you. Remain in my love. 
10 If you keep my commands you will remain in my love, just as I have kept 
my Father’s commands and remain in his love. 
11 “I have told you these things so that my joy may be in you and your joy 
may be complete. 
12 “This is my command: Love one another as I have loved you. 13 No one 
has greater love than this: to lay down his life for his friends. 
14 You are my friends if you do what I command you. 
15 I do not call you servants anymore, because a servant doesn’t know 
what his master, is doing. I have called you friends, because I have made 
known to you everything I have heard from my Father. 
16 You did not choose me, but I chose you. I appointed you to go and 
produce fruit and that your fruit should remain, so that whatever you ask 
the Father in my name, he will give you. 
17 “This is what I command you: Love one another.” CSB

Quote Of The Day

“Trust God's love. His perfect love. Don't fear He will discover 
your past. He already has. Don't fear disappointing Him in the 
future. He can show you the chapter in which you will. With 
perfect knowledge of the past and perfect vision of the future, God 
loves us perfectly in spite of both.” —Max Lucado

“Each time anyone comes in contact with us, they must become 
different and better people because of having met us. We must 
radiate God's love.” — Mother Teresa

In John 15 we learn Jesus gives us life changing power.

John 15:5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. The one who remains in 
me and I in him produces much fruit, because you can do nothing 
without me.” CSB
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With the Power of God we can do whatever He calls us to do

Jesus is the vine— remaining in the vine gives us passion, strength, 
courage, wisdom, discernment and confidence to Obey His Word and 
Accomplish His Will.

Without the Power of God we can do nothing!

The power to love others comes from:

Remaining in His Love vv.9-10

“As the Father has loved me, I have also loved you. Remain in my love. 
10 If you keep my commands you will remain in my love, just as I have kept 
my Father’s commands and remain in his love.” CSB

The phrase translated “Remain in my love”  come from two important 
words:

Remain— “Meno” meaning to reside, to persist, to endure, to rest, to 
continue— to live in God’s love.

Love— “Agape” Agape love is the strongest form of love, it is love without 
limits. Agape love is often associated with God's love for humanity and is 
seen in the example of Jesus and His love for others. Agape love is not 
based on feelings or emotions but is a decision to serve and care for 
others.

The greatest example of Agape love is John 3:16 “For God so loved the 
world that He gave His One and only Son. Whoever believes in Him will not 
perish but have everlasting life.”

We remain in God’s Love when we obey His Commands.

The word translated “commands” comes from the Greek word “Entole”
meaning instructions given by Divine Authority.
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There are two types of commands given by Divine Authority:

We are called to Obey the Word of God

Deuteronomy 6:1-9 “This is the command—the statutes and ordinances—
the LORD your God has commanded me to teach you, so that you may 
follow them in the land you are about to enter and possess. 2 Do this so 
that you may fear the LORD your God all the days of your life by keeping 
all his statutes and commands I am giving you, your son, and your 
grandson, and so that you may have a long life. 3 Listen, Israel, and be 
careful to follow them, so that you may prosper and multiply greatly, 
because the LORD, the God of your ancestors, has promised you a land 
flowing with milk and honey. 
4 “Listen, Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one., 5 Love the LORD 
your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength. 
6 These words that I am giving you today are to be in your heart. 7 Repeat 
them to your children. Talk about them when you sit in your house and 
when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 
8 Bind them as a sign on your hand and let them be a symbol on your 
forehead., 9 Write them on the doorposts of your house and on your city 
gates.” CSB

We are called to Obey the Will of God

Psalm 40:8 “I delight to do your will, my God, and your instruction is 
deep within me.” CSB

The word translated “will” comes from the Hebrew word “Ratson” 
meaning to accomplish the desire of God, to accomplish the plans of God, 
to accomplish the good pleasure of God.

Obeying the will of God is important for believers. Obeying the Will of God 
expresses our love for Him. Obeying the will of God leads to spiritual 
growth, and aligns us with His purpose. Obeying the will of God leads 
believers to seek, trust, and commit to God's will in their lives.
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Four expectations for those who remain in His love:

When we remain in His love:

1. Our joy is made complete v.11

2. We love others as Jesus loves us v.12, v.17

3. We are called His friends vv.13-15

4. We will receive what we need to accomplish His Will v.16

When we remain in His love:

1. Our joy is made complete v.11

“I have told you these things so that my joy may be in you and your joy 
may be complete.” CSB

What is complete joy?

The word translated “joy” comes from the Greek word “Chara” meaning a 
pleasant and positive attitude that resonates in our heart.

The word translated “complete” comes from the Greek word “Plero o” 
meaning to contain or hold as much as possible leaving no empty space.

When we remain in His love we will experience “complete joy!”

An attitude of joy inside our heart leads to joyful behavior on the outside.

A Joyful attitude on the inside looks like: 

A contagious smile on the outside.

Kindness on the outside— Kindness is a good thing.
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The world we live in has enough grumpy, impatient, cynical, critical minded 
intolerant, and bitter people already.

Be kind and compassionate!

When we experience the love of God we will we will demonstrate the love 
of God to others.

Ephesians 4:31-32 “Let all bitterness, anger and wrath, shouting and 
slander be removed from you, along with all malice. 32 And be kind and 
compassionate to one another, forgiving one another, just as God also 
forgave you in Christ.” CSB

When we remain in His love:

2. We love others as Jesus loves us v.12, v.17

“This is my command: Love one another as I have loved you.” CSB

“This is what I command you: Love one another.” CSB

The word translated “command” comes from the Greek word “Entole” 
meaning an order emphasizing a certain call to action.

Jesus commanded His followers to love others well.

I John 3:18 says, “Little children, let us not love in word or speech, but in 
action and in truth.” CSB

Psalm 40:8 says, “I delight to do your will, my God, and your instruction is 
deep within me.” CSB

Bearing the fruit of love means loving others as God loves others.
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Seven Qualities to help us love others well.

Loving others well comes from:

1. A Humble/ Servant’s Spirit

Philippians 2:5-8 “Adopt the same attitude as that of Christ Jesus, 6 who, 
existing in the form of God, did not consider equality with God as 
something to be exploited. 7 Instead he emptied himself by assuming the 
form of a servant, taking on the likeness of humanity. And when he had 
come as a man, 8 he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of 
death—even to death on a cross.” CSB

Loving others well comes from:

2. A Redemptive Spirit

Luke 19:5-9 “When Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, 
“Zacchaeus, hurry and come down because today it is necessary for me to 
stay at your house.” 6 So he quickly came down and welcomed him joyfully. 
7 All who saw it began to complain, “He’s gone to stay with a sinful man.” 
8 But Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, “Look, I’ll give half of my 
possessions to the poor, Lord. And if I have extorted anything from 
anyone,I’ll pay back four times as much.” 9 “Today salvation has come to 
this house,” Jesus told him, “because he too is a son of Abraham.” (a 
person of faith) CSB

Loving others well comes from:

3. A Generous Spirit

I John 3:16-17 “This is how we have come to know love: He laid down his 
life for us. We should also lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters. 
17 If anyone has this world’s goods and sees a fellow believer in need but 
withholds compassion from him—how does God’s love reside in him?” CSB
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Loving others well comes from:

4. A Spirit of Patience

1 Timothy 1:16-17 “But I received mercy for this reason, so that in me, the 
worst of them, Christ Jesus might demonstrate his extraordinary patience 
as an example to those who would believe in him for eternal life.” CSB

Loving others well comes from:

5. A Spirit of Compassion

Compassion isn’t just a feeling; it’s a call to action. We should actively look 
for ways to help those in need. 

Matthew 25:32-40 “All the nations, will be gathered before him, and he will 
separate them one from another, just as a shepherd separates the sheep 
from the goats. 33 He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on the 
left. 34 Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are 
blessed by my Father; inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world. 35 “ ‘For I was hungry and you gave me something 
to eat; I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink; I was a stranger 
and you took me in; 36 I was naked and you clothed me; I was sick and 
you took care of me; I was in prison and you visited me.’ 37 “Then the 
righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed 
you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 When did we see you a 
stranger and take you in, or without clothes and clothe you? 39 When did 
we see you sick, or in prison, and visit you?’ 40 “And the King will answer 
them, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these 
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’ CSB

Jesus loved and served the Poor, Sick, Diseased, Helpless and Broken 
people in the world.

Jesus demonstrated a Spirit of Compassion.
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Loving others well comes from:

6. A Spirit of Encouragement

Hebrews 10:23-25 “Let us hold on to the confession of our hope without 
wavering, since he who promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider one 
another in order to provoke love and good works, 25 not neglecting to 
gather together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging each 
other, and all the more as you see the day approaching.” CSB

It is good to brighten a person’s day through encouragement.

The early Latin writer, Tertullian of Carthage, declared that the one thing 
that converted him to Christianity was not the arguments they gave him, 
because he could find a counterpoint for every argument they would 
present. “But they demonstrated something I didn’t have. The thing that 
converted me to Christianity was the way they loved each other.” Citation: 
G. Curtis Jones, 1000 Illustrations for Preaching and Teaching (Nashville, 
TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1986), 220.

Loving others well comes from:

A Spirit of Discernment

Philippians 1:9-11 “And I pray this: that your love will keep on growing in 
knowledge and every kind of discernment, 10 so that you may approve the 
things that are superior and may be pure and blameless in the day of 
Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus 
Christ to the glory and praise of God.” CSB

In the natural rhythm of our life we would do well to listen to the Spirit of 
God who seeks to lead us every moment of every day!

Discernment lets us see what God sees!
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