
Many Gifts But One Body
The Gift of Giving Generously

Romans 12:6-8
Introduction

In Romans 12:6-8 Paul identifies seven Spiritual Gifts that have been 
given to us according to God's grace and the proportion of our faith.

The Spiritual Gifts are:

1. Prophecy 
2. Service 
3. Teaching
4. Exhortation

Today we will discover the Spiritual Gift of Giving Generously

Scripture

Romans 12:6-8
“According to the grace given to us, we have different gifts: If prophecy, use 
it according to the proportion of one’s faith; 
7 if service, use it in service; if teaching, in teaching; 
8 if exhorting, in exhortation; giving, with generosity; leading, with 
diligence; showing mercy, with cheerfulness.” CSB

Quotes of the day

I've learned that you shouldn't go through life with a catcher's mitt on both 
hands; you need to be able to throw something back. — Maya Angelou
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Don’t neglect to show hospitality— kindness and generosity toward 
others, for by doing this some have welcomed angels as guests without 
knowing it. — Hebrews 13:2

What does Giving Generously really look like?

John D. Rockefeller 1839-1937 was the richest man in the world from his 
generation. He was known to be a follower of Christ and a faithful member 
of Euclid Avenue Baptist Church near his home in Cleveland, Ohio. At the 
age of 23, Rockefeller become a millionaire by the age of 50 he became 
the first person to become a billionaire. Everything was going great for 
John D. Rockefeller until the age of 53. He became extremely ill. His entire 
body was racked with pain, he lost all the hair on his head and he lived in 
extreme agony. The world’s only billionaire could buy anything he wanted, 
but he could only digest milk and crackers. His personal team of highly 
skilled physicians predicted he would die within months.
As his body became weaker it was apparent he would die soon. One night 
he had a dream and when he woke up he could barely recall the dream but 
knew it had something to do with not being able to take anything with him 
into the next life. The richest man in the world who could control the entire 
business world— suddenly realized he was not in control of his own life. 
In his dream God revealed to him— everything he had been blessed with 
was a blessing from God and God was calling him give generously. 
After meditating on the dream he called his attorneys, accountants, and 
managers and announced that he wanted to channel his assets to 
hospitals, research and missions work. His generosity led to the discovery 
of penicillin, cures for current strains of malaria, tuberculosis and 
diphtheria. The list of discoveries resulting from his generosity is enormous.
The most amazing part of Rockefeller’s story is that the moment he began 
to give generously—something changed, God began to heal his body and 
in a few short weeks he was completely healed. When it seemed as if he 
would died at 53, God blessed him, he lived 45 more years and died at 98 
years of age. Rockefeller realized every thing he had been blessed with 
was a gift from God. He understood the significance of giving generously. 
He gave from generous and obedient heart and God blessed him greatly. 
Citation: Adapted from the John D. Rockefeller Autobiography—Rockefeller 
Archive Center 
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Today we are going to examine the gift of Giving with Generosity.

The phrase translated “Giving with Generosity” comes from two words:

The word translated “Giving” comes from the Greek word “Metadidomi” 
meaning to give a share of, to contribute, to tithe, or give a tenth.

The word translated “Generosity” comes from the Greek word 
“Haplotes” meaning the quality of being kind and plentiful.

The gift of “giving with generosity” means being kind and plentiful when 
giving or helping others in need.

Today I want to share: 

Four Biblical Principles about Giving with Generosity

Give Gratefully
Give Cheerfully
Give Generously
Give Expectantly

Four Biblical Principles about Giving with Generosity:

1. Give Gratefully

2 Corinthians 9:10-12 “Now the one who provides seed for the sower and 
bread for food will also provide and multiply your seed and increase the 
harvest of your righteousness. 11 You will be enriched in every way for all 
generosity, which produces thanksgiving to God through us. 12 For the 
ministry of this service is not only supplying the needs of the saints but is 
also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God.

Rather than being a burdensome obligation, giving generously should be 
considered a joyful expression of gratitude, thanksgiving and devotion.
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Three lessons we learn from Giving Gratefully?


Those who Give from a heart of Gratitude: 

Give as an act of worship

Proverbs 3:9-10 “Honor the LORD with your possessions . . .” CSB

Giving as an act of worship is an expression of our love for God and 
recognition of His goodness in our lives. 

Giving as an act of worship is a joyful expression of gratitude for all of His 
blessings.

Those who Give from a heart of Gratitude: 

Recognize There is nothing I have that God has not given me

James 1:16-17 “Don’t be deceived, my dear brothers and sisters. 17 Every 
good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, 
who does not change like shifting shadows.” CSB

As we give, we honor God by acknowledging any and everything we have 
is a gift from Him. Giving as an act of worship allows us to draw closer to 
God and reflect His generous nature. 

Those who Give from a heart of Gratitude: 

Give the best and the first not the last, the least or the leftovers

Proverbs 3:9-10 “Honor the LORD with your possessions and with the first 
produce of your entire harvest; 10 then your barns will be completely filled, 
and your vats will overflow with new wine.” CSB

Four Biblical Principles about Giving with Generosity

2. Give Cheerfully
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2 Corinthians 2:7 “Each person should do as he has decided in his heart
—not reluctantly or out of compulsion, since God loves a cheerful giver.”

We are called to Give to God and others with a “Cheerful Spirit.”

The phrase “cheerful giver” comes from the words: 

“Hilaros”— a willing, happy, cheerful, merciful 

“Dotes”— One who transfers something of value to another with joy not 
reluctance, or expecting compensation in return.

Gordon MacDonald shared the following story about how God 
transformed him from "giving as merely an institutional obligation" to 
a cheerful giver.
The process began when my wife, Gail, and I made a missions trip to West 
Africa. On the first Sunday of our visit, we joined a large crowd of 
desperately poor Christians for worship. As we neared the church, I noticed 
that almost every person was carrying something. Some hoisted cages of 
noisy chickens, others carried baskets of yams, and still others toted bags 
of eggs or bowls of cassava paste.
"Why are they bringing all that stuff?" I asked one of our hosts. "Watch!" 
she said. Soon after the worship began, the moment came when everyone 
stood and poured into the aisles, singing, clapping, even shouting. The 
people began moving forward, each in turn bringing whatever they had 
brought to a space in the front. Then I got it. This was West African offering 
time. The chickens would help others get a tiny farm business started. The 
yams and the eggs given could be sold in the marketplace to help the 
needy. The cassava paste would guarantee that someone who was hungry 
could eat.
I was captivated. I'd never seen such a joyful offering before. Those African 
believers influenced me in a powerful way. I began to understand that 
giving—whether yams or dollars—was not an option for Christ-
followers. Rather it was an indication of the direction and the tenor of 
one's whole life. Citation: Source: Gordon MacDonald, "Transforming 
Scrooge," Leadership Journal (Summer 2013)

5



God has blessed us to be a blessing!

Remember this Deuteronomy 15:10-11 “ . . . don’t have a stingy heart 
when you give, and because of this the LORD your God will bless you in all 
your work and in everything you do. 11 For there will never cease to be 
poor people in the land; that is why I am commanding you, ‘Open your 
hand willingly to your poor and needy brother in your land.

When we give we should give humbly, cheerfully and 
honestly!

Being Stingy and Greedy never comes from a Cheerful Spirit.

Money or resources should never be used as leverage to influence 
others.

Four Biblical Principles about Giving with Generosity

3. Give Generously

Proverbs 19:17 “Whoever is generous to the poor is a loan to the LORD, 
and He will give a reward to the lender.” 

The gift of “giving with generosity” means being kind and plentiful when 
giving or helping others in need.

From Abraham’s account found in Genesis 22 we discover:

Eight Principles Of Giving Generously.

Giving Generously Is:

Recognizing there is nothing I have that God has not given me

Giving God What He Asks For When He Asks For It vv.2-3

An Act Of Obedience v.3
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An Act Of Worship v.5

Giving Our Best v.6

Giving Freely v.7

Giving With Faith v.8

Giving It All vv.9-10

Any thing that I am not willing to give to God is my God!

“Things themselves do not remain, but their effects do. Therefore we 
should not be mean and calculating with what we have but give with a spirit 
of generosity. Look at how much people give to their passions, hobbies and 
entertainment —why not give just as much to Christ?” 
— Adapted from John Chrysostom

Four Biblical Principles about Giving with Generosity

4. Give Expectantly

Proverbs 11:24-25 “One person gives freely, yet gains more; another 
withholds what is right, only to become poor. 25 A generous person will be 
enriched, and the one who gives a drink of water will receive water.” CSB

Giving with Expectation means:

We give expecting to help others in need

Scripture teaches we should be seeking to help those who have needs—
orphans, widows, the poor, the sick, the old, the weak and those who are 
physically and mentally challenged.
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Giving with Expectation means:

We give expecting to advance the Kingdom of God on the earth

Acts 2:44-47 “Now all the believers were together and held all things in 
common. 45 They sold their possessions and property and distributed the 
proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 Every day they devoted themselves to 
meeting together in the temple, and broke bread from house to house. 
They ate their food with joyful and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and 
enjoying the favor of all the people. Every day the Lord added to their 
number those who were being saved.” CSB

Giving with Expectation means:

We give knowing that God promises to bless those who give from a 
heart of love and obedience.

When we Give with Generosity God has promised to bless us!

Three promises relating to Giving Generously:

The Seek First the Kingdom of God Promise

Matthew 6:33 “But seek first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness, 
and all these things will be provided for you.” CSB

The Tithing Promise

Malachi 3:7-12 “Since the days of your ancestors, you have turned from 
my statutes; you have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you,” 
says the LORD of Armies. Yet you ask, “How can we return?” 8 “Will a man 
rob God? Yet you are robbing me!” “How do we rob you?” you ask. “By not 
making the payments of the tenth and the contributions. 9 You are suffering 
under a curse, yet you—the whole nation—are still robbing me. 10 Bring 
the full tenth into the storehouse so that there may be food in my house. 
Test me in this way,” says the LORD of Armies. “See if I will not open the 
floodgates of heaven and pour out a blessing for you without measure. 11 I 
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will rebuke the devourer, for you, so that it will not ruin the produce of your 
land and your vine in your field will not fail to produce fruit,” says the LORD 
of Armies. 12 “Then all the nations will consider you fortunate, for you will 
be a delightful land,” says the LORD of Armies.” CSB

The Sacrificial Giving Promise

Matthew 19:27-29 “Then Peter responded to him, “See, we have left 
everything and followed you. So what will there be for us?” 28 Jesus said to 
them, “Truly I tell you, in the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man sits 
on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve 
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 29 And everyone who has left 
houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or fields 
because of my name will receive a hundred times more and will inherit 
eternal life.” CSB

Angela and I can’t begin to describe the blessings of God on our lives 
because we have given faithfully and generously.

This morning I want to leave you with a challenge.

THE GENESIS 22—GIVING GENEROUSLY CHALLENGE 

Give to God from everything that God has given me

Give God What He Asks For When He Asks For It vv.2-3

Give as an Act Of Obedience v.3

Give as an Act Of Worship v.5

Give Our Best v.6

Give it Freely v.7

Give by Faith v.8

Give It All vv.9-10
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Jesus said in Matthew 6:19-21 “Don’t store up for yourselves treasures on 
earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal. 
20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor 
rust destroys, and where thieves don’t break in and steal. 21 For where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” CSB
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